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The Sumner House
In 1981, the Historical Society learned from Katie
Vermette of Whitefield, that her great uncle Windsor
Thomas, a carpenter, was killed at the Sumner House
when he fell from a staging. The grave of Mr. Thomas is in the Baptist Hill Cemetery, in Lunenburg, VT.
His death date is shown on the gravestone as July 30,
1850. He was 46 years old. A newspaper article stated he was raising a house for J. B. Sumner.
David H. Sumner wrote to his nephew James B.
Sumner in an undated letter in the early 1850’s expressing his concern over J. B.’s multiple business
projects, and his ability to manage all of them without running into considerable debt.
Mentioned are a steam boat (on the Connecticut River), stage establishment and “Publick house”. While
he acknowledged the “very expensive and well finished and furnished house...is far beyond any thing I
had imagined”, David felt that James would not be
able to devote enough time to managing their mutual
lumber business in Dalton.
The Sumner House, taken from a stereoscopic view. Date
unknown, possibly before 1875, when J. B. Sumner died.
Probably the most impressive structure ever built in Dalton was the Sumner House, a summer hotel built by
James Breckenridge Sumner. A previous Sumner House
was destroyed by fire, May 11, 1858, and was rebuilt on
a scale that was as grand as some of the more well
known hotels in the White Mountains.

He describes the location as being on a “butiful sheet
of water” in the vicinity of hills which had views of the
Grand Mountains, including Mt. Washington. This
spot on the Connecticut River was the closest section
of the river to the White Hills which David knew were
seeing an increase in tourists. (continued on Page 2)

Our research has not concluded if the 1858 fire destroyed the original inn built by Mr. Sumner, or a second
one, perhaps built around 1850. One of the earliest
mentions of a rest stop for travelers here is in the Patriot
newspaper of Concord, dated July 30, 1827. An article
titled “Travellers’ guide to the White Mountains” described various routes and inns throughout northern New
Hampshire. Along the road between Lancaster and Littleton, the inns were Brooks’ and Sumners’ in Dalton.
More than thirty years later, in a letter from E. G. Locke
to David H. Sumner (J. B. Sumner’s business partner),
dated March 7, 1850, Locke indicates he is staying in
Dalton with the Sumner’s where “a tavern house is in
contemplation & doubtless will be built”.

Another undated photo of the Sumner House. The
group is standing at the end of Simonds Road where
it intersects with the County Road, also known as
Route 135.
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The Sumner House (Continued from P age 1)
David also called the house a “formidable obstikal”
and a lamentable situation that it was built at a time
when J. B. was in his early 60’s.
Unfortunately, there are no known photos of an earlier structure. They likely don’t exist, as photography
was nearly non-existant prior to the Civil War.
In 1878, three years after the death of J. B. Sumner,
Dalton town records indicate the town was trying to
collect back taxes on the property. They facilitated
the auction of the furniture from the building. It sat
mainly unused until 1906, when it was dismantled for
the lumber and bricks.
From The White Mountains, A Handbook For Travellers, 1891, we learn that the hotel had been closed
for some time, and might not open again. It was able
to hold 75 guests, had extensive grounds, boating,
billiards, croquet and bowling, and had a livery stable. It was about 1/2 mile from the Portland & Ogdensburgh railroad station, where it crossed the Connecticut River. It was unfortunate that this section of
railroad between Scotts Junction and Lunenburg, Vermont was built around the time that J. B. Sumner
died, so he probably never utilized the train for his
businesses here.
Finally, in 1906, the Coos County Democrat announced the Sumner House would be torn down.
Some of the lumber from the hotel and horse barn
was to be loaded on the train cars at the Central
Maine siding, where it would be taken to St.
Johnsbury, Vermont. Today, a red barn stands on
the site of the Sumner House, said to have been built
with some of the salvaged lumber from the hotel.

SPRING 2013 AREA HISTORICAL
SOCIETIES MEET IN DALTON
Members from multiple area historical societies and other interested visitors met on May 22nd at the Dalton
Town Hall. The organizations shared their latest activities and ideas. Kurt Masters from Milan asked for any
information on area blacksmiths and blacksmith shops.
He can be contacted at kmasters@ncia.net.
A slide presentation and discussion on cemetery documentation and preservation was enjoyed by all. A
worthy goal is to record information from and photograph gravestones before they are lost to neglect and
the weather. Connie Russell, a member of our society,
spoke of her volunteer work with the website Find-AGrave, where memorials are made public in order to
preserve and share them with family and genealogists.
Epitaphs and photos, along with family links can also be
included. Connie has uploaded thousands of memorials
from this area and beyond to Find-A-Grave.
One of the main reasons for these multi-society meetings is to discuss and share ideas that generate interest
in the area’s history among young people, and get them
involved in our historical societies.
If any of our readers have ideas they would like us to
consider, or topics they would like to have us research,
please contact your local historical society.

Other Dalton Historical Society Happenings
We participated in the Dalton Town Square Fair in July
and held an open house in our display area in the Town
Hall.
Also in July, we received a framed photo of the Dalton
Ferry from Lois Charland of Bethlehem, who donated it
in the memory of her friend, Freda Horner.

The Sumner House as shown on the 1861 map of
Coos County. This was only three years after the
original building burned.

Some of our members attended the fall 2013 meeting
of area historical societies sponsored by Twin MountainBretton Woods Historical Society in Twin Mountain on
September 4.
We will have a table at the Ladies Aid Silver Tea and
Sale on November 9 at the Town Hall.
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SOCIETY PROVIDES NEW CEMETERY
AND TOWN POUND SIGNS

DALTON TOWN POUND
In early New England, many towns had a Town
Pound. The pound was usually a stone or wood enclosure to hold stray livestock that wandered away
from farms.

Our members are pleased to announce the placement
of four new signs in town, identifying Ladd, Johns River
and Cushman Cemeteries, as well as the Dalton Town
Pound. The Historical Society was responsible for the
old signs that were put up in the early 1980’s, but
which had deteriorated over the years. After consulting
with the town’s Selectmen, and with the help of Jessop
Hunt of Littleton Sign Company, we feel confident that
the new signs will remain in place for some time to
come.

In a meeting in Dalton in 1821, the town voted to
“build a pound with hewn posts and sills and plates,
twenty-six feet square, or such as would answer the
law”. The records from the actual meeting, which
took place at the dwelling house of Benjamin Brooks,
March 13, 1821, read as follows:
Voted not to raise money to build a pound.
Voted to reconsider the former vote.
Voted to build a pound and raise money for that purpose.

At right: two of the
new signs in Dalton.
Ladd Cemetery, on
Faraway Road,
where burials date
back to about 1830.

Voted to set the pound near Capt. Benjm Brooks
horse barn having had consent from the owners.
Voted to build a pound twenty six feet square in the
inside of hewn timber.
Voted to reconsider the vote last made.

The Dalton Town
Pound on Blakslee
Road. While no
wooden sills or
posts remain, there
is a low stone wall,
discovered by locals
in a wooded area
next to the road in
the 1970’s.

Voted to build a pound of hewn sills and plates with
railing between the posts such as is sufficient to hold
cattle and such.
Chose the committee of the selectmen for the purpose of building a pound.
Capt. Rolph took the pound to build at $20.00.
An order was written to the Town Treasurer on November 20th, 1821, to pay “Capt. Rolph twenty dollars it being the full sum that he was to receive for
building the pound in Dalton”.
The Dalton Town Pound is located on Blakslee Road
on town-owned property, just beyond the rear driveway to the Municipal Building.

Historical Society meetings are held the first Thursday of each month (w eather and holidays permitting) at 7:00 p.m., at the old Dalton Town Hall,
741 Dalton Road, Dalton, New Hampshire.

JOIN US!
Become a member by sending just $5.00 annual
dues to the address at the bottom of this page.

The public is welcome. Please contact us to verify
meetings.
NAME:_______________________________________
STREET/P.O. BOX: _____________________________
CITY/STATE/
ZIP:_________________________________________
PHONE/EMAIL:
____________________________________________

CONTACT US AT:
Dalton Historical Society
220 Union Road
Dalton, NH 03598
Phone: 1-603-837-9120
Email:

terri@daltonhistoricalsociety.org
becky@daltonhistoricalsociety.org
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