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Harvest Time in Dalton
Today’s younger generations may not be aware that
there was a time when many a farmer actually made his
living on the farm. Not only did his family grow the
crops and raise the animals they needed to consume
throughout the year, but they bartered, traded and sold
their produce and services, in order to purchase items
they did not make themselves. They did not work in an
office or factory; they did not get a weekly paycheck;
there were no holidays or vacations; no health insurance; no bonuses for a job well-done.
Census records indicate the majority of “heads of households” were occupied as farmers. In 1850 in Dalton,
there were a few shoemakers, a farrier, a couple of inn
keepers, stonemason, clothier, cabinet maker, sawyer,
blacksmith, lumberman, even a couple of doctors.
Starting around 1870, quite a few men were employed
by the railroad. It wasn’t until around 1920 when we
learn that several people were employed by the paper
mill (Gilman, Vermont). Some of the residents now had
the means to earn a weekly paycheck, and started to
rely less upon the bounties of the farm. Also, more people started purchasing cars, which made it easier to
commute to other local towns for employment.

Tom & Lizzie Smith, with hired hand Albert,
bringing in a truckload of corn, 1930’s.
August , 1888

The following are excerpts from local newspapers.
October, 1894

August, 1887

Arline Smith, operating a hay rake, 1940.
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HARVEST TIME IN DALTON (cont.)
August, 1887
October, 1894

One of the Hurlbutt barns, possibly in the 1930’s.

October, 1899

September, 1887

Tom Smith, left, and unknown persons, showing off
some very tall sunflowers, 1930’s.
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During a trip through Dalton last week, we found the
work of hop-picking already under way. In some
fields the boxes have been set, and the help was
gathering the hops from the vines with nimble fingers.
In past years Dalton was a famous locality for hops,
and even now, after all the discouragement from
short crops and low prices, there are at least thirteen
farms in this small and hilly town on which hops will
form one of the principal crops this year. Those who
have had courage to persevere have reason for selfsatisfaction this year. The sudden rise in price has
assured them a considerable income, and no small
profit on crops saved over from preceding years. For
hops were sold in Dalton last spring at six cents a
pound, against twenty-eight to thirty cents for the
cop of 1885.
Dinner was taken with Mr. Preston Ruggles, a prosperous farmer, who has 1000 hills of hops this year,
and from whom we learned much of interest concerning the crop. Mr. Ruggles helped his father set out
the first hops on the old home place 45 years ago,
and has sold them from six to fifty cents a pound.
This first crop he and his father harvested was 2200
pounds from an acre, and he has taken from an acre
and a half $960, leaving a net income over expenses
of $700. He considers an average crop about 1200
pounds to the acre, at the present.
He has many a reminiscence of the days when hoppicking was the event of the season; when the young
men cut the vines and pulled the poles and the girls
from far and near were secured to pick the cop; when
kilns were kept heated through the night and a merry
party kept the watchers company; and when, at the
close, there was a grand celebration, with fiddling and
dancing and general merriment.

Unknown crew in Dalton, using a hay rake. 1930’s
August, 1887
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Historical Society meetings are held the second Thursday of each month (weather permitting) at 7:00 p.m., at
the old Dalton Town Hall, 741 Dalton Road, Dalton, New
Hampshire. Our meeting/display room is in the downstairs
rear portion of the building, and can be accessed either
from the main floor, using the stairs, or directly through the
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