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Dalton Town Hall Listed on New Hampshire
State Register of Historic Places
On July 30, 2018, the Dalton Town Hall was added to
the New Hampshire State Register of Historic Places. We are very pleased to learn that this mark
of distinction has been bestowed on our cherished
building, which has served our community for many
generations.
Built in 1845, as the need arose to accommodate the
citizens of Dalton for Town Meetings and other public
functions, the Town Hall has undergone periodic
maintenance and renovations, while retaining much of
it’s historic character.

Many school children have sat in this building for their
education. Grange members, scouts, 4-H Clubs, Ladies
Aid, Firemen’s Auxiliary, the Dalton Public Library, Police
Department and jail, and various municipal offices have
occupied the building.
Today, the Friends of the Dalton Town Hall lease the
building, and conduct fundraisers to support the maintenance of the Hall, keeping it available for year-round use
for public and private functions. The Historical Society
has a display area downstairs.

From Dalton to New York City
ELLIOTT FAMILY DONATES CHRISTMAS
TREE TO ROCKEFELLER CENTER
In 1956, New Hampshire’s Governor Lane Dwinell
promised the Rockefeller Center that the state would
deliver a Christmas Tree to New York. The Governor
consulted the State Forester, who directed representatives from the State Forestry Department to search
for a large evergreen that would be suitable for the
holiday display at Rockefeller Center. After searching
throughout the woods of the North Country, a 64-foot
tall white spruce was judged the best, located on the
Charles Elliott Farm in Dalton.
Mr. Elliott was a dairy farmer, tending a small herd of
18 cows, and about 300 Christmas Trees were harvested annually to ship to the Boston area. Mrs. Elliott was a teacher in Whitefield, both were members
of the Grange, and they had three children.
For the first time in it’s 24-year history, the Rockefeller Center would be receiving a tree outside of the
100-mile radius from New York City. Not only was it
the first tree from New Hampshire, but it would have
to travel 335 miles by logging truck to get there.
Nearly a mile of rope was used to tie up the branches,
tightening them each day for a week, before the tree
was cut and placed by a crane on the truck. The Elliott family travelled to New York with Gov. Dwinell for
the lighting ceremony on November 6. It was a most
exciting time for all of them.

This 64-foot white spruce, located on the Charles Elliott Farm in Dalton, made a trip to New York City in
1956 to be the honored guest at the Rockefeller Center’s annual Christmas Tree lighting.
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FATAL DYNAMITE ACCIDENT
In March of 1938, construction was taking place on the
“cement highway” known as the Lancaster-Whitefield
Road. Sand was being used for the project from the
sandpit on the Dalton-Whitefield Road, across from the
Elliott Farm (front page story).
Since the month was March, the sand in the pit was
still frozen, and dynamite was being used to blast the
sand to loosen it. Ernest J. Cliché, 42 of Whitefield,
and Wesley Hillier of Lancaster were at the pit, when
the dynamite exploded unexpectedly in the car, while
they were standing just outside the vehicle. Mr. Cliché
received the full force of the blast, and died at the scene. Mr. Hillier was knocked unconscious by the explosion, and when he came to, he staggered to the road
and found help from J. B. Simonds of Dalton, who was
passing by. Another passing motorist stopped and
stayed with Mr. Cliché’s body while Simonds transported Mr. Hillier to Morrison Hospital in Whitefield.
Mr. Hillier suffered severe bruising and cuts to his
head, including severe damage to his left eye. A few
days later, after consulting with a physician from Mary
Hitchock Hospital in Hanover, it was determined to
remove the patient’s eyeball.

Dalton Boys Basketball Team, about 1925: front left—
Lewis Boyle, Bernard Boyle (# 7); Lawrence “Nip”
Ramsdell. Rear left—Sonny (?) Ramsdell and Kenneth
Smith.
Basketball games were played at the Riverside Grange
Hall. Players had to dribble around a pot bellied wood
stove that was used to heat the building.

Mr. Cliché was a World War I veteran. He was survived by his widow, Pearl, and six children.

Strange Noises?
From a newspaper article, January 17, 1879: At an
evening meeting, mysterious noises were heard in
the upper part of the Church, and upon examination, it was found that the chimney was slowly parting and liable to fall at any moment.
Perhaps this precipitated some major renovations at
the church, which took place during 1879, and were
completed by January 1880. At that time, the vestibule and steeple were built, and the pews were
turned in the opposite direction, as they are seen
today.

Dalton in 1817
Notes from The Gazetteer of the State of New Hampshire,
printed by C. Norris & Co., Exeter, NH.
Dalton had 235 inhabitants, containing 16,455 acres. It is
bounded by the Connecticut River at the “great
falls” (Fifteen-Mile-Falls) opposite Lunenburg, Vermont. It
is also bounded by the towns of Lancaster, Whitefield and
Littleton. Per the Gazetteer, Dalton contained a meetinghouse, 3 corn-mills and 1 mill for dressing cloth.

Riverside Grange Hall

From “The Whitefield Times”, Friday, July 31, 1896:
Dalton. At last Dalton has had a game of lawn tennis.

The Historical Society has found no record of a meetinghouse prior to the Congregational Church, which was built
in 1830. The first public school was built around 18201822. We don’t know what meeting-house was being
used in 1817.
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Victorian Memory Jug
Memory jugs derived from African culture. Slaves in
early America decorated jugs, pitchers or vases with
shells, buttons, nails, buckles and other mementos.
The objects were pressed into an adhesive such as
river clay, plaster or putty, that had been molded
around the jug. Other names for these vessels, which
sometimes were placed on graves, were spirit jars,
ugly jugs, mourning jugs and forget-me-not jugs.

A dog
figurine,
buttons,
buckles
and shells
adorn the
memory jug,
at left.

There have been resurgences of this practice during
Victorian times, and again in Appalachia and in the
African-American south during the mid nineteen hundreds.
This writer’s memory
jug, shown pictured,
may not be directly related to Dalton’s history,
although I discovered it
was stored in a shed at
my childhood home for
at least 65 years. Was
it something my grandmother created? She
was born during the Victorian era, in 1879. But
I don’t remember any
family stories about it.
I would prefer to believe
it came from an old schoolhouse in Jefferson, NH,
where my father purchased his first home just before
he and my mother married. Two owners prior, the
schoolhouse belonged to a couple of well-known Canadian artists. The artists, who married in 1895,
travelled for some time in Europe, and likely other
foreign lands, as attested by the many treasures
brought back to their Toronto studio, where many
fellow artists would gather.
When my parents moved to Dalton to carry on my
maternal grandparents’ farm, they brought some
items with them that had been abandoned by the
artists. Some of the artifacts from the Jefferson
home were a bit unusual, like primitive weapons,
some Victorian jewelry and photographs of the artist’s
paintings. My parents tucked them away, to be rediscovered decades later. This piece of folkart seemed
to fit in better with these items than had it been a
part of my own heritage.

From E. P. Cushman’s Diaries
After several weeks of planting potatoes, corn, oats, cucumbers, and probably more, Mr. Cushman’s entry on
June 8, 1879: Sunday, frost killed everything it could.
ABOUT THE SOCIETY
The Society’s officers are as follows:
President: Terri Parks; Vice President: Gary Boyle; Treasurer: Jean Abbott; Corresponding Secretary: Terri Parks; Recording Secretary: Doris Mitton
Historical Society meetings are held the second Saturday of each quarter (Jan., April, July, Oct.) at 12:00
noon at the old Dalton Town Hall, 741 Dalton Road,
Dalton, New Hampshire. Our meeting/display room is in
the downstairs rear portion of the building, and can be accessed either from the main floor, using the stairs, or directly through the rear doors, which are wheelchair accessible. Hours are by luck or appointment.

CONTACT US AT:
Dalton Historical Society
220 Union Road
Dalton, NH 03598
Phone: 1-603-837-9120
Email: terri@daltonhistoricalsociety.org
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