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Daughters of the American Revolution Honor Rebecca Crane
On a cold, rainy Saturday in early November 2012,
about fifteen people gathered at Cushman Cemetery
to pay tribute to one of New Hampshire’s “Real
Daughters”. In their quest to locate the burial places
of the charter members of the Molly Stark Chapter of
the Daughters of the American Revolution, a monument was placed near the front of the cemetery and
dedicated to Rebecca Godding Russell Crane, who
spent much of her life in Dalton.
After inquiries from several members of the present
Molly Stark Chapter (located in Manchester), over the
course of about four years, the Dalton Historical Society was finally able to determine from a death record

Former Ebenezer & Rebecca Crane farm, Union Road.
Photo taken around 1969. House no longer exists.

that Rebecca Crane had been buried in Cushman
Cemetery in 1898, although a marker has never been
found.

Rebecca was born in 1801 in either Jaffrey or Dublin,
New Hampshire, the daughter of John Russell and
Abigail Godding. John Russell served in the Revolutionary War. Rebecca married Ebenezer Crane of Alstead. They made their home in Dalton, where they
raised ten children. Ebenezer died around 1867. Rebecca lived until she was 98 years old, being the oldest person in Dalton when she died.

Members of Molly Stark Chapter of the DAR, the
White Mountains Chapter of Whitefield, St. John De
Crevecoeur Chapter of St. Johnsbury, VT and the
Dalton Historical Society paid tribute to one of New
Hampshire’s “Real Daughters”.

LOOKING BACK
According to “The White Mountains—A Handbook for
Travellers”, published in 1891, Dalton residents annually produced 8, 500,000 board feet of lumber, 9
tons of maple sugar, 50,000 bushels of potatoes, as

A closer view of the Crane house, taken by

well as other crops.

photographer Jill Brooks in the early 1980’s.
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Dalton’s Lumber Baron
James Breckenridge Sumner was born January 31,
1788 in Middlebury, Vermont. When he became of
age, he joined his uncle, David H. Sumner of Hartland,
Vermont as a business partner. Around 1821, the
Sumner Company started negotiating to purchase all
of the unsettled land in Dalton, with plans to harvest
the timber to process either at a mill in Dalton, or to
float down the Connecticut River to their mills in Hartland.
While the initial deed recorded at the Coos County
Registry indicated there were about 11,800 acres, Dalton tax records show the Sumner Company was taxed
in 1825, for 9623 acres of unimproved land.
The Sumner Company waited anxiously each year for
the spring thaw, which hopefully would swell the Johns
and Connecticut Rivers enough to float their winter
logs downstream to the mills. In a letter written in
1855 by eleven-year-old Jimmy Sumner, son of J. B.,
he was put to work during a couple of weeks in April
and May, taking a wagon downriver to (we assume)
the lower reaches of the Fifteen-Mile-Falls, where he
picked up his father’s river drivers, and brought them
back to the head of the falls, where they could make
another dangerous trip down through the rapids.
Lumbering was a hazardous occupation. In April of
1823, a young man named Chamberlin of Lunenburg,
Vermont, drowned in the Johns River when he fell

Map depicting lands acquired by the Sumner Company in
1822, consisting of 11,800 acres (shown in gray). The purchase price of $7300 included land, mills and mill privileges.
Price per acre—about sixty-two cents.

from some logs he was riding downstream. Just two
years later, again on Johns River, some logs from the
riverbank rolled onto three men, killing Franklin Fisher
instantly, and fatally injuring John Newton, who died in
the arms of Joseph Rounsevell, who was slightly injured. The two victims were around 20 years old.
In 1868, J. B. Sumner had a steam-powered saw mill
at Round Pond (Forest Lake), where a worker named
Newell Holmes got his arm caught between a belt and
pulley, crushing it to the extent that amputation was
necessary.
When the Sumner Company ceased operating, J. B.
Sumner partnered with a cousin. Sumner and Steele
and Co. had 500,000 feet of lumber in Round Pond, as
well as 1.2 million feet in nearby towns in 1870.

Evidence of a man-made stone structure in the Connecticut
River, near the head of the former Fifteen-Mile Falls, and in
the vicinity of J. B. Sumner’s lumber mill. Could this have
been constructed to divert water to the mill for power, or to
channel the logs being processed at the mill? Upper photo
taken during a low-water period in 2011, courtesy of Mike and
Nancy Crosby. Lower photo from GoogleEarth, 2011.

More about the Sumner family and their enterprises
will be printed in future newsletters.
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From England To Dalton:
Family Book Contains Ewen Names
In January 2013, the Historical Society received a book donated by Christine Rosset of
Massachusetts.
Through the website, www.findagrave.com,
she was able to connect handwritten names in
the book to members of the Ewen family of
Dalton, some of whom were among our early
settlers. Many of the Ewens are buried in
Johns River Cemetery. The book is a manual
for special religious services, and entries were
made in it as anyone would in a family bible.
It contains several Ewen names, and the donor
was able to connect them to Dalton. The book
appears to have been printed in 1721 in London, England.
The page above has the name of William Ewen,
and his grandson, Eugene William Ewen, who was
one of the owners of the book.
The earliest events recorded in the heirloom book
are those of Thomas & Mary Smith, shown at left,
who recorded the birth of their son, John in 1725,
and just three years later, the death of Mary. It
has not been determined if the Smiths were related to the Ewens.
Inside the volume, hand-written notes tell us it once belonged
to William Ewen (1757—1825), and was brought to America by
him.
William Ewen came to Dalton in the 1790’s. His son, also name
William, married Ruth Blake, daughter of Moses Blake, our first
settler. Members of the Ewen family were busy in town politics,
serving as selectmen, Town Clerk and Treasurer. Like many of
our early settlers, they raised sheep on their farm along the
banks of the Connecticut River.
The book was apparently handed down to descendants of William Ewen, eventually becoming part of an estate auction, before finding its way back to Dalton.

Historical Society meetings are held the first
Thursday of each month (weather and holidays permitting) at 7:00 p.m., at the old
Dalton Town Hall, 741 Dalton Road, Dalton,
New Hampshire.
The public is welcome. Please contact us to
verify meetings.

CONTACT US AT:
Dalton Historical Society
220 Union Road
Dalton, NH 03598

AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETIES TO MEET
IN DALTON ON MAY 22, 2013
Please join us for an informal meeting of area historical societies at the old Town Hall on Route 135, on May 22nd at 7:00
p.m. We will discuss ways to involve our communities in sharing and learning about the rich history of the region. Refreshments will be served, and guests can tour our display area.
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